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Abstract 
Walking motion is the oldest and the most natural and essential form of human's 
displacement and it is still the most important possibility to see places, activities, feel the passion 
and life movement and to discover the value and the attractions lies in the environment. Hiking has 
fundamental importance in understanding the spatial identity, a sense of belonging to the 
environment and receiving the environmental qualities which following to the increase of the cars 
prioritization in today's cities, almost everything is designed and made for cars' speed and 
understanding on foot citizens as the main member of city and their needs are generally forgotten. 
This study aimed to identify the position of components in giving identity to the trails.  
Keywords: trails, identity, urban identity, effective components 
Introduction 
On foot motion is the oldest form of human's displacement in the environment. When the 
space is not suitable for the comfort and safe and active persence of pedestrians in the city, the first 
group that is deprived from the presence in the city is elderly and disable people, children, and 
adults. While this population constitutes a large percentage of urban space users and the absence of 
their persence in city leads to the quality loss of city and urban meaning deprivation. Searching 
meaning in places and urban areas has been highly regarded in recent decades. Following the 
historical discontinuity and being away from the legacy of the past, and statements of dividing city 
into the functional areas with fluid and endless spaces with simple and pure shapes and cube-shaped 
volumes led to the same qualitative and mystery places. It is notable that losing history and 
eliminating the collective memories to increase hiking routes and authorities' attention only to meet 
the needs of roadway lead to the decline of the visual value. Hence, diversity, vitality, dynamism 
and exhilaration keep out of the urban spaces and therefore, when the scale of city is only used for 
roadway, the sidewalks in urban spaces are lost with a sense of insecurity and the loss of identity. 
The main users of the urban environment are walkers. White believes that pedestrians can be varied 
and categorized to quiet roam, low traffic to crowded, fast, purposeful and semi-runners. 
Walkway can fulfill diverse needs of citizens and at the same time with its own identity give 
citizens a sense of peace and security and belongs to the context of urban life of individuals and 
meet their expectations and enhances the sense of belonging to the space. The identity of the place 
as a communicative way between people and places can be perceived through culture, history, 
collective memory, the type and nature of technology of construction, operations, signs, forms and 
urban symbols and visual and physical features therefore, it theoretically relates to the beauty of a 
place. 
Trails  
Trails or passages have the highest social role where pedestrians compeletly control there 
and motor vehicles are used only for life service (Pakzad, J).  
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Generally, walking streets have indicators such as services and facilities for rest, recreation 
and leisure, or a range of diverse activities and beautification of the earth and landscaping done with 
plants, flowers and fountains. 
 
Figure 1. The central trails of Tarbiyat, 
Tabriz City (source: author) 
These streets also have activities for the welfare of children along with the comfort for adults 
as well. Street lighting is based on the human scale and especially with respect to supplying the 
quality like safety and finally, street acts as an urban space and the existance of urban furnitures 
such as benches and tables is for social interaction.  
Identity 
In a beautiful interpretation, identity is a gem that I live with it and both individual and 
community have gained this gem in a historical context. Nowadays, science, technology, skills, 
ideas and valuable experiences that are obtained from others, in the final analysis, will be a part of 
our identity and this is the mystery of our survival. The line, language, dress, methods of production, 
regulation of government and many other things are considered as the national component and 
identity elements and attributes of our culture that are achieved through our historical transformation 
and during the trade with others (Farasatkhah, 2001). Our country as one of the richest territories in 
terms of the enjoyment of the heritage and cultural achievements indicates a specific and welknown 
aspects of the urbanism and architecture in the world. Due to the fact that how we want today's life 
and how to think about tomorrow and how to use the past, the construction of cities and the 
production of architectural elements have particular sensitivity. Therefore, it is necessary to 
recognize the identity of the past and today and strengthens it (Barzagar, 2004). Culture and 
environment make the identity of human life so that, each plays a crucial role in the identity 
formation. On the other hand, the identity of the environment is the common point of human dignity 
of environment and cultural identity of human (see Figure 2). 
An overview of the mentioned meaning for the term identity indicates the high, spiritual and 
valuble status of this word in its original language (Arabic and then Persian). The first meaning for 
identify is " Excellence of Divine " and the next is the "Existence" (Moein, 1996). According to the 
Dehkhoda, identity refers to the diagnosis which is famous amng wise men and theologians. Identity 
sometimes refers to external existance and sometimes to the nature which is the fact of detail 
(Dehkhoda, 1999). 
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Figure 2. The relationship between human, environment, and culture and their relation with 
identity (Naghizadeh, 2007) 
Status and value of urban identity 
According to the concept of identity, elements that are considered as the identity factors of a 
city or civilization, in addition to representation of themselves as physical element and objective and 
visual identity, they should also be able to excite cultural values, intellectual principles, scientific 
ability, collective memories, artistic capabilities and other features of a civilization to their 
supervisors. In fact, principles and values are important points that these identity making factors 
refer to them. In other words, identifying the principles and values that pave the way for identity 
formation factors have important and worthy position. Thus, the identity works of a city can be 
categorized in a wide range. A group that is known to the people of the city, a group that is identity 
factor for a civilization and finally, a class that is the identity criterion of that civilization for the 
world or societies beyond the civilization that are owner of that identity factor. The identical 
elements of cities with their artistic and artitectural features refer to the living style of a nation. 
These works in addition to displaying the living style, represent the metaphysical thought, relegious, 
and belifs of a nation. The identity factors represent the attitude of the society to universe and man's 
relation to the world and their role in the world. These works introduce the rites and customs of 
people of a nation and show the favorable environment for the establishment of the rites and 
customs. The works display the scientific and artistic capability of a nation. Therefore, those cities 
and urban areas and elements that can represent the principles and values taken from the appeared 
culture and history and introduce their owners and creators will be able to be recognized as identical 
indicator element of that civilization and society. Additionally, those works that can atest the 
pioneering and artistic and scientific and technical capability and civility of a civilization at a special 
historical identity, they can also be the identity representitive of that civilization in the eyes of the 
world (Naghizadeh, 2006; Pirniya, 1990;Tavasoli, 2002). 
The concept of identity in urbanism from the prspective of researchers 
According to Alexander, identity is manifested in the culturaironment to achieve  the natural 
and logical connection between the individual and the environment (Alexander, Ishakawa, 
Silverstein, 1977). He believes that the relationship between the individuals and their environment 
and a sense of belonging will not be achieved unless they be capable to understand and recognize it 
and they can perceive its differentiation compared to other environments as well, and know when 
and how give an appropriate response to conducted stretch in the environment. Walter Bor also 
believes that the identity is the same small and large differences that lead to the recognition of a 
place (readability of environment), and creates a sense of attachment and sensitivity to the 
environment. Particularity of each environment means avoiding uniformity and the existance of 
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diversity and charm that should be existed in the shape and arrangement of spaces, in the way of 
access to spaces and the users (Barzgar, 2004). Wolf also believes that the identity in the 
environment is derived from mutual communication of three parts that act within a set: 
- The externa and physical composition of facades (symbols) in the environment 
- Observable actions and activities in the environment 
- Concepts of symbols in the environment (Barzgar, 2004). 
Cullen defines identity as paying attention to the individual character of each environment 
and avoiding uniformity and similarity in urban environments through manifestation of specific 
features of each environment (Cullen,1998). 
Jacobs also defines identity in relation to the activities and life on the streets of the city from 
the perspective of urban planning. He believes that the cities become safer, more livable and 
attractive if their streets are devoted to a complex combination of different activities (Jacobs,1969). 
According to Rapoport (1990) artificial environment identity refers to the identity that does 
not change the characteristic of the environment in different situations or characteristic that 
defferenciate an element from other element and urban elements from each other( Jacobs,1969; 
Rapoport, 1990). Lynch in the book of good shape of the city definnes identity in a very simple way 
as "identity refers to the person's ability in identifying a place as a distinct place from others in such 
a way that it has specific and unique character" (Lynch, 1997). 
Table 1. The effective elements in foot axis from the prespective of contemporary urbanism 
theorists (Masoumi, 2010) 
Theorists Functional components Aesthetic experimental components Environmental 
factors 
Camilo Sith 
(1889) 
Creating a sense of calm 
and confidence in the 
urban environment, 
considering the 
performance of the square 
and street as a space for 
improving and increasing 
the social interactions 
 
Visual order priority and aesthetic 
principles, restriction, landscape 
diversity and its unpredictability, the 
visual continuity in hiking, the priority 
of axes of spot view (square) and line 
(Street), placing decorative elements at 
the certain corners  
Using climate 
factors for 
human 
prosperity in 
green spaces 
scattered 
throughout the 
city 
Le Corbusier 
(1929) 
zoning of urban functions, 
the idea of anti-street, the 
separation of the motion 
of on foot and in vehicles, 
paying attention to the 
efficiency, internal streets 
of buildings 
Equivalence of simplicity with beauty of 
urban open spaces and free building 
blocks in it(high density and distribution 
of buildings), geometry-oriented, right 
angle orientation  
The percense of 
sun, space and 
meadow, the 
city as a park, 
green and 
scattered spaces 
 
Lewis 
Mumford 
(1924) (1938)
 
City is crystallization 
place of culture, the 
defense of the man in 
front of cars, mixed use of 
trails, places for leisure 
and communities 
The role of the architect, landscaping in 
design of trails, human scale 
Biological role 
of green space 
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Jane Jacob 
(1961) 
The priority of order of 
activities on the visual 
order, complex uses, the 
possibility of monitoring 
and safety on the streets, a 
variety of activities 
Emphasizing on the streets the old and 
new percense together, flexible spaces, 
enrichment of activities 
 
 
Gordon 
Cullen (1961)
Creating special spaces for 
the walk, half-closed 
spaces 
The importance of the power of sight 
sense in understanding the environment, 
sequential views, inducing sense here 
and there, floor, lighting, dividing 
factors, the importance of perspective in 
the memory and experience 
The integration 
of green space 
with building 
 
Kevin Lynch 
(1960), 
(1981) 
Functional compatibility, 
the role of the control and 
monitoring hands and 
supervision of justice, 
efficiency, and readability  
Social vitality, meaning and proportionsBiological 
vitality 
Rob Carrier 
(1975) 
Reconsideration of the 
humanic and social 
concept of street, harmony 
of sidewalk and street 
 
Humanistic scale and proportions, 
considering the old valuable elemets, 
the correlation between old and new, 
variety of geometric order, principles 
and values of the old  
 
Christopher 
Alexander 
(1977), 
(1978) 
Organic order, identifying 
effective factors, 
participation of gradual 
growth, sustainable 
balance, mixed-use, 
pedestrian street 
Coordination, height restriction, 
existance of public small squares, 
attachment of buildings together,  
stable balance, 
scattered green 
spaces, security 
of pedestrain in 
front of the 
climatic factors 
Francis 
Tybaldz 
(1992) 
mixed use, control 
changes (gradual growth), 
paying attention to the 
pedestrain and the needs 
of all groups, 
environmental 
sustainability 
 
Emphasizing on the location more than 
building, learning from the past and 
respect for the existing place, 
humanistic scale, readability, paying 
attention to modern technology 
Climate comfort 
of pedestrain 
 
Peter Katz 
(1992) 
Focus on the pedestrains, 
paying attention to the 
focus of activities and 
functions, mixed 
applications 
 
 
Paying attention to the historical and 
cultural heritage and trying to protect it, 
humanistic scale, readability
 
Climate comfort 
of pedestrian, 
paying attention 
to green spaces 
and beautifying 
the 
environments  
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Table 2. Survey poll of views of suitable location techniques model (Golkar, 2005) 
Dimensions of 
Urban Design 
Manufacturer 
components of 
quality 
Technical questions of considering location 
  
Pro
ced
ura
l D
im
ens
ion
s 
 
Social framework 
(public 
participation) 
Interest groups, local knowledge, thoughts and ideas, 
participation and collaboration, continuity of public participation, 
exchange of landscape, design workshops, deciding on priorities, 
study visits, environmental education, design innovation 
programs, networking, local youth council, ideas contest, awards, 
celebration 
Legal framework Control the regulations and standards, policy making, assessment 
and certification, programs of the local council, education, 
sustainable development, transport plans, social involvement 
Financial 
framework 
Finance, Economic Development, Finance (Grant), the real estate 
market, real state self-help 
Administrative 
framework 
Action and performance, involvement of the offices, design 
metting, inspiring, local management, maintenance 
Technical 
Framework 
Support, skills, guidance, conference center, operational 
planning, facilities 
  
Su
bst
ant
ial 
Dim
ens
ion
s 
Aesthetic 
components 
(objective) 
Valuable buildings, conservation areas, local style, scale, identity, 
highlighting elements, skyline, public arts, middleware 
components, details, art and crafts, graffiti, inputs, boulevards 
Aesthetic 
components 
(mental - cognitive) 
Identity, highlighting elements, reflecting the history and past, the 
sense of restriction, urban signs, views, gates, public buildings, 
signs and symptoms, the initial impact, names, intersections 
Functional 
components 
 
 
A sense of security, visibility of the streets, courtyards and public 
or private space, slow traffic, accessability, light, ground floor of 
street, bus parking, open spaces, shelter, street yard, flexibility, 
mixed use, density, bus stations, bus priority, common bus pass 
bar, associated spaces, street for people, trails, associated 
pathways, hurdles, cycling, straight pathways, pedestrian 
walkways, main street, the speed of traffic, parking, waterfront. 
Environmental 
factors 
 
Natural elements, greenery, parks, green corridors, ecology, 
streams and rivers, pollution of land, air, water and noise 
pollution, clean streets, flies and mosquitoes, vermin, energy, 
land, building materials. 
Conclusion 
Previously, cities have found their urban identity in tall buildings, domes and single 
buildings but now the walk streets are their center of attention (Brambilla, and Longo, 2003). As the 
study noted, trails or passageways are as a part of the urban areas with the highest social role which 
require components to attract and reach local identity and keep their users. In most of the research, 
components are the functional , aesthetic and environmental. Therefore, the quality of the 
components is separated. Finally, the criteria for the implementation of utility of trails with identity 
are presented in Table 3. 
 
  
Reza Rezazadeh 
 
 
 
Openly accessible at http://www.european-science.com                                                     79 
 
Table 3. Influential components in trails 
DimensionsComponentsQualities Criteria 
 
Su
bst
ant
ial
 Di
me
nsi
on
s 
 
 
 
 
Functional 
Permeability and 
mobility 
Security, separation of sidewalks and streets, 
functional zoning, mixed users, creating playing 
spaces for children, creating interactive space for 
elderly, paying attention to all social groups, the 
stop place for bike, usability during the week, 
creating service users, creating leisure users, the 
use of administrative users or works that lead to 
turning off or inactiveness at the hours, 
municipal equipment including (couch, phone 
kiosks, billboards and banners, trash, ATM 
machines, etc.), the access to public transport, 
police and ambulance. 
Mixed users 
Entire inclusion 
quality of public realm 
Climate comfort 
Safety and Security 
Vitality and adaptability 
of behavioral camp 
Flexibility 
 
 
Experiment
al - aesthetic
Readability Considering the passageway body and 
construction of floor, diversity of landscape and 
unpredictablity of routes, visual continuity at the 
passageway, the use of decorative elements, 
simplicity and being pure, geometry oriented, 
humanistic scale, light, proportions, 
coordination, height limition, cultural elements 
and paying attention to it, paying attention to the 
contemporary technology, the new and old 
existance together, existance of small squares. 
Visual character 
Sense of time 
Sensory richness 
Color belongs 
Informativeness 
 
Environmen
tal 
Harmony with nature The use of green space, natural elements and 
factors, integrating the green space with natural 
elements, secure of people against atmospheric 
factors 
Energy of efficiency 
Environmental Cleaning 
(Source: Author) 
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